
 

 

 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

For Staples’ Golf Course Assessment 

Dairy Creek Golf Course 

San Luis Obispo County, California  

 
September 15, 2016 

REVISED SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 

 

 

 

 
 

Page 1 of 24



Course Profile:  
Course Name: Dairy Creek Golf Course, Par 71 

Location: San Luis Obispo, CA 

Superintendent: Albert Nunes 
Assistant Superintendent: David Wilkerson 
Golf Course Equipment Mechanic: Scott Pagent 
Staff: Matt Barnard, Kevin Qualey, Sean Gabriel 
Maintenance budget (annually): $1M 
Director of Golf: Josh Heptig 
Golf course architect: John Harbottle, 1997 

Yardage/Rating/Slope: 

Black: 6,548/ 72.7/ 134 
Blue: 6,103/ 71.3/ 132 
White: 5,561/ 68.2/ 120 
Gold: 4,965/ 70.7/ 128 
 
Rounds (annual): 26,000 
Percentage of play walking: 40% 
Pace of play average range: 3:45 - 4:15 
Soil type(s): Serpentine clay 

Average annual precipitation: 19 inches (16 inches from Nov- Mar) 
Monthly average temperature:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
High 64 64 65 69 72 75 77 80 79 76 70 64 
Low 41 42 44 45 48 51 54 55 54 49 44 40  

Prevailing wind: 6mph from NW (22% average wind probability) 
Total acreage of golf course site: 89 acres 
Elevation: Clubhouse Base: 346 
High point & elevation: 17 tees, 447 
Low point & elevation: 8 tees, 269 

Total Greens: 3.5 acres 
Greens size avg.: 7000 sq. ft 
Greens construction: USGA 
Green turf type(s): SR 1020/Poa annua 
Fairways: 40 Acres 

Roughs: 30 Acres 

Bunkers: 
total #-  25 
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avg. size-  2000 sq. ft. 
total size- 1.25 acres 
# of Greenside bunkers: 23 
# of Fairway bunkers: 0 
# of Practice bunkers: 2 
Practice facility: 7 acre driving range, 2 chipping greens, 1 putting green 
Irrigation: Pump capacity (GPM), # heads High Zone = 1200 GPM, Low Zone = 400 GPM; 1456 heads 
Water source: CMC waste water 
Water storage: 75 acre feet 
Annual water use average: 257 ac.ft. 
            Water Use (AF)          CMC Delivery (AF) 
2010             211                               193  
2011             213                               194 
2012             258                               187 
2013             247                               173 
2014             170                                 99 
2015             150                               126 

6 Year Average: 214.8 AF 

Potable water source:  150,000 gallons for greens only.  Also services the clubhouse, campground and 
botanical garden 

Annual utility spend per year: $53,000 

Local tree species: Spanish Oak,  
Local wildlife species:  

Birds: Vaux’s Swift, Long-Billed Curlew, Cooper’s Hawk, Golden Eagle, Northern Harrier, Osprey, 
White-Tailed Kite, California Horned Lark, Tricolored Blackbird, Burrowing Owl 
Mammals: Pallid Bat, Yuma Myotis, Monterey Dusky-footed Woodrat, American Badger,  
Reptiles: Southwestern Pond Turtle, California Horned Lizard, Silvery Legless Lizard,  

Community Links Plausibility Assessment: 
□ Trail Connection: Possible, and likely.  Showed interest 
□ Exercise Stations: Possible.   
□ Lookout Points: Very possible.  Very good locations in center of property. 
□ Educational Points of Interest: Yes. 
□ Foot Golf: Possible. 
□ Concert Accessibility: Very possible, on range. 
□ Beginner Golf Practice Areas/ Programs: Present.  Could be expanded, forward tees  
□ Specified Multi-Use Area Indoor: Limited in clubhouse, but possible. 
□ Specified Multi-Use Area Outdoor: Very possible. 
□ Additional Sporting Areas: Possible.  Bocce, bags, horse shoes 
□ Water Recreation Availability: Not very likely  
□ Community Garden Space: Yes, expand in botanical garden 
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Other:  

Zero Waste Facility – opened in 2011 

Currently – 20 tent camp sites, 40 RV sites with water, power and sewer 

Potential for at least 60 RV more sites, 10-40 upscale cabin sites 

El Chorro Regional Park additional amenities: 

Ô Camp ground 
Ô (2) Ball fields 
Ô Botanical garden with community/event space 
Ô Dog park 
Ô Tot lot/Play ground 
Ô Walking trails, limited to camp ground area 
Ô County access road (Dairy Creek Rd) double as possible walking trail 
Ô Access to open space to the NE 

 

Page 4 of 24



Water Use Summary  

Table 1 noted below shows the actual water use numbers from the years 2010 to 2015, provided by the 
County: 

Table 1 

     Year 
       Irrigated   
        Acres 

          Water            
          Use (AF)      AF/Ac 

2010 89 211 2.37 
2011 89 213 2.39 
2012 89 258 2.90 
2013 89 247 2.78 
2014 36* 170 4.72 
2015 36* 150 4.17 

Average 71.3 208.17 2.92 
 *estimated   

Clarifications of the above use numbers: 

Ô The average water use over a six-year period is less than the approved amount in the original EIR.  
Ô In years 2012, 2013 the golf course began flushing the soils on the course including the putting 

green in order to remove unwanted buildup of salts and other present minerals, causing the water 
use to increase. 

Ô In years 2014, 2015, the golf course began to reduce the water use by reducing the number of 
total acres irrigated, only focusing on a “seasonal” golf course.  This has caused the needed 
amount of water per acre to increase past the average use factor of 2.4 AF/Ac. 

Water Use by Turf Area 

Greens 3.5 8.4 2.4 
Tees 4.0 9.6 2.4 
Fairways 40.0 96.0 2.4 
Roughs 30.0 72.0 2.4 
Other 2.0 4.8 2.4 
Total 79.5 190.8  

2016 16.2 52.164 3.22 
In theory 33.3 100 3 
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Current Acreage of Greens and Tees Irrigation
Hole Tee Green Total

1 0.31 0.31 0.62
2 0.16 0.25 0.41
3 0.17 0.45 0.62
4 0.32 0.47 0.79
5 0.2 0.48 0.68
6 0.48 0.33 0.81
7 0.31 0.64 0.95
8 0.3 0.27 0.57
9 0.11 0.57 0.68

10 0.23 0.38 0.61
11 0.21 0.62 0.83
12 0.17 0.45 0.62
13 0.24 0.53 0.77
14 0.32 0.55 0.87
15 0.22 0.53 0.75
16 0.2 0.42 0.62
17 0.18 0.53 0.71
18 0.33 0.54 0.87

Range 1.54 1.54
Practice Green 1 0.56 0.56
Practice Green 2 0.24 0.24
Clubhouse Area 1.1 1.1

Total 7.1 9.12 16.22 Total Acres
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